
Listen to 16:43 - 19:47 especially of the following: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LxY_H5V0Kw 

 

You can verify what is stated above at: 

 

snipped: 

 

The powers generally understood to belong to the Attorney General at 

common law have been summarized as follows: 

 

     " * * * 

 

     * * * 1st. To prosecute all actions, necessary for the protection 

and defense of the property and revenues of the crown. 2d. By 

information, to bring certain classes of persons accused of crimes and 

misdemeanors to trial. [3rd.] By scire facias, to revoke and annul grants 

made by the crown improperly, or when forfeited by the grantee thereof. 

4th. By information, to recover money or other chattels, or damages for 

wrongs committed on the land, or other possessions of the crown. 5th. By 

writ of quo warranto, to determine the right of him who claims or usurps 

any office, franchise or liberty, and to vacate the charter, or annul the 

existence of a corporation, for violations of its charter, or for 

omitting to exercise its corporate powers. 6th. By writ of mandamus, to 

compel the admission of an officer duly chosen to his office, and to 

compel his restoration when illegally ousted. 7th. By information in 

chancery, to enforce trusts, and to prevent public nuisances, and the 

abuse of trust powers. 8th. By proceedings in rem, to recover property to 

which the crown may be entitled, by forfeiture for treason, and property, 

for which there is no other legal owner, such as wrecks, treasure trove, 

&c. (3 Black. Com., 256-7, 260 to 266; id., 427 and 428; 4 id., 308, 

312.) 9th. And in certain cases, by information in chancery, for the 

protection of the rights of lunatics, and others, who are under the 

protection of the crown. (Mitford's Pl., 24-30, Adams' Equity, 301-2.) 

 

     * * * " 

 

     1919-20 Ill. Att'y Gen. Op. 618, 629-30, quoting from People v. 

Miner, 3 Lansing (NY) 396 (1868). 

 

 While many of these powers now have a statutory basis, the significance 

of the common law powers still must be understood from the perspective of 

the interests represented. Representation of the Crown is translated in 

our system to representation of the People thus, serving the public 

interest is established as the paramount obligation of the Attorney 

General. Further, these powers fix the core of the powers to be exercised 

by the Attorney General. While they may be expanded upon, nothing in this 

basic core can be transferred or exercised by any other officer. 

 

 

     http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/about/history.html 

 

     Next go to the following link at download the file next to the title 

(looks like a floppy disk): 

 

     http://ecclesia.org/forum/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=94 

 

 


